
       COVID-19 UPDATE 
 
UPDATE 3/16/2020 
 
Friends, 
 
As we continue to monitor the COVID-19 situation, we want to share updates with our donors, 
volunteers, and friends as they become available. As of today, Monday March 16th, we will 
continue with our outreaches, but we will not be accepting any new volunteers for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
Between essential staff personnel and a small group of volunteer leads, we will be able to 
maintain a continuous stream of nimble outreach and rescue teams and minimize potential 
exposure to coronavirus for those we are serving. 
 
NEEDS 
If you would like to partner with us, we are asking for prayer first and foremost. Please pray for 
creativity, protection, and impact. We have total faith that God will continue to cover our mission 
and our team as we continue to serve on the frontlines.  
 
Addtionally, to effectively serve individuals trapped in sex trafficking we are requesting the 
following items: 
 
Priority Items 

● Hand sanitizer containing at least 60 percent alcohol 
● Surgical masks 
● Clorox wipes and disinfectant spray 
● Latex-free gloves 

 
We would love to schedule a time for one of our team members to meet up with you to receive any 
such donations. Please email columbusoh@outofdarkness.org 

 
If you would like to donate funds, please do so by clicking here. 

http://outofdarknesscolumbusoh.org/donate
http://outofdarknesscolumbusoh.org/donate


 
THANK YOU 
Thank you so much for your prayers and support as we continue to navigate this unprecedented 
situation. There is so much hope and light for us to hold onto right now - this past Friday we 
were able to hand out 11 roses to princesses who needed to know there was a reason to be 
hopeful. Know that your support and prayers fuel our team and we are forever grateful. 
 
 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 

 
Dear Friends and Partners,  
 
We pray that during a season that carries uncertainty for all of us, you and your family are safe, 
healthy, and experiencing the peace of Jesus that goes beyond our understanding. We wanted 
to share with you where we are as an organization and how we hope to be a source of hope 
and light in the days to come! 
 
The Out of Darkness team is closely monitoring the current status of the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) situation, checking throughout the day for updated statistics, recommendations 
made by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), decisions from our national 
and local governments, and courses of action being taken by our fellow non-profits. We are 
committed to creating a safe and healthy environment for our team members, volunteers, and 
those we serve. With that, we are making decisions on a day-by-day and case-by-case basis in 
regards to outreaches, programming, and staff telecommuting policies. 
 
By the grace of God, we will continue in our mission to rescue those trapped in the darkness of 
sex trafficking. Now more than ever, disadvantaged populations need assistance. We will 
continue with boldness and creativity, but also caution and vigilance. 
 
ACTIONS WE ARE TAKING 
 
Our facilities are being disinfected regularly and we're following enhanced preventive and 
screening procedures prior to all rescues and outreaches. At this time, we will continue to 
rescue individuals to our safe home, and the staff in the home is prepared to quarantine and 
serve any individuals with flu-like symptoms until they can be tested. 
 
In addition to encouraging team members and volunteers to wash their hands frequently, we will 
also be supplying alcohol-based hand sanitizers available for use on every outreach, and we will 



utilize non-latex gloves as appropriate to each outreach. Volunteers are encouraged to bring 
their own hand sanitizer as well.  
 
Rescue and outreach teams are being prepared with the latest recommended health and safety 
protocols with updates as they become available. Our Princess Night outreach teams will still be 
passing out roses, cards, and our 24/7 hotline number. We will continue to welcome women into 
the Parsons House Drop-in Center to provide warm food, clothes and toiletries and 
encouragement through the love of Christ.  As noted, rescues are continuing to take place as 
well, with one new rescue taking place just a few days ago.  
 
WHAT WE'RE ENCOURAGING VOLUNTEERS TO DO 
 
We encourage all who are experiencing symptoms, even if they are mild (e.g. fever, cough, 
respiratory, etc.) to stay home and fully recover. While you may feel fine to volunteer, please 
consider the health and comfort of other volunteers and those who we serve that we must take 
utmost care to protect. 
 
We ask that all of our volunteers prayerfully consider the CDC statement regarding people who 
are at risk for more serious consequences from contracting COVID-19: “If you are at higher risk 
for serious illness from COVID-19 because of your age or because you have a serious 
long-term health problem, it is extra important for you to take actions to reduce your risk of 
getting sick with the disease.” We want you serving with us for the long-term! Taking time away 
from serving is no indication of a lack of passion or faith. We are completely supportive of our 
volunteers’ decisions to temporarily refrain from outreach.  
 
IN CONCLUSION 
 
As we press on to love the precious communities that God has called us to, your support 
through prayer and financial giving is as critical as ever. 
 
We will continue to communicate through email and social media concerning this evolving 
situation. 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven.” - Matthew 5:16 
 
 


